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Seeing & Drawing Simple Shapes 

• Develop the habit of locating and recording the basic simple shapes in your subject.  
• “The most critical information lies in the biggest shapes, & those become clearer when squinting. 
• “Spend time looking before you start to draw…& look in a physically different way to help break 

preconceived visual notions.” 
• “I reserve the beginning part of a drawing almost exclusively for pattern seeking. Writers often 

draft a thesis statement before beginning a project, a few sentences that summarize their entire 
work; this helps keep them focused… In drawing, similar logic prevails. “ 

• A great artist can turn even the most mundane subject into a revelation—not by recording every 
detail, but by making careful choices that create patterns that guide the eye… 

• “Much of the lasting power of art comes not from the obvious content of the image but from the 
more subtle impact of harmoniously arranged lines values, and colors. These form the bedrock of 
masterful artwork.” 

Quoted material from Lessons in Classical Drawing by Juliette Aristides 
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Notice how much better you can see simple & abstract shapes when you 
squint. 
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See how many shapes you can find in this image.  
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EXERCISE for this week:  Seeing and using shapes as you draw, use tracing paper or just by 
searching, identify simple shapes in your current project.  
 


