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Drawing & Painting Water  

From water drops to ocean waves 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
	  

References: YouTube How to Draw Water 
drops, moving water 
Books: The Big Book of Painting Nature in Oil by 
Allyn Shaeffer & The Complete Guide to Painting 
Water by Bert N. Petri 
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Determine horizon line/eye level. Decide focal point 
(land, water, sky) Remember to compress curves 
making ellipses. Horizontal lines lay the water or land 
down. Vertical lines make the area stand up. As in the 
front of steps. 
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With moving water once again vertical 
and horizontal always matters. Water 
always goes to a flat pool. Any vertical 
lines or brushstrokes will be falling water.  
Don’t forget your vanishing point.  

Drawing & PAINTING 
Water ONLINE 
reference 
Michael James Smith 
 
YouTUBE How To Draw Realistic 
River / Lake Horizontal lines, eraser 
tips, blending.  
By ART by pinsetter1991 *How to 
paint streams, rivers & lakes on 
YouTube 18 tutorials  
*How to paint beaches & seascapes 
on YouTube 4 tutorials  
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Drawing & Painting Moving Water & Waterfalls 
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Drawing & Painting an Ocean Wave 
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Eye    Foam    Dump    Crest 
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