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Drawing TREES (Leaves/Trunks) 

“It is in the contrast of light and dark that design happens.” Helen Van Wyk 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 

	  

OBSERVATION (you’ll always be found 
out if you make it up!!! 

1. OVERALL SHAPE 
2. FORM (light source/VALUE 
3. TEXTURE 

EXERCISE: Fold your paper into 6 -8 squares & practice drawing these shaped trees using 3 steps 
above. Don’t forget the negative shapes/spaces in between leaf clusters and branches.  

Links: Sibleyfineart.com 
YouTube How to Draw Trees: The Virtual 
Instructor 
Book: Drawing Trees Stanley Maltzman 
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Video clip: Alphonso Dunn Drawing Trees & Branches. Remember basic cylinder shape, varying marks 
give a variety of textures depending on tree type.  
 
And below fromVideo Agapey 5 tips for Trees :Remember the T intersection to make a branch in front of 
trunk. Remember the cone the push a branch away, foreshortening & gradually diminishing size for side 
branches. Like flowers not all branches come out of the side. This would make a flat tree with no back or 
front branches. DON’T FORGET LIGHT SOURCE shading accordingly.  
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Video Lethal Chris Drawing Trunks & Branches Use a light grip and loose sketch with light lines. Each 
layer gets a little darker switching to a softer, darker pencil. Remember light source, Get outside and take 
good reference photos but don’t be a slave to every branch. Use rhythm and a loose organic stroke. No 
perfectly straight lines, broken, short & random marks.  He knows his trees. If you know your subject, it will 
show in your art so do your research. He didn’t work this way but remember the OVERALL SHAPE of the 
tree before beginning the branches. ABOVE Oak, Evergreens & Birch.  
 

PAINTING TREES 
Michael James Smith 
on YouTube has 30 tutorials  
 
Link for the PLAYLIST on 
Painting Trees   
 
https://www.youtube.com/play
list?list=PLI_38504fG6lQkCL
QXsiYuMQMmBaHrs5z 


