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Drawing Session Eight 
:   

Training Yourself to use Negative Space 
 

Spaces between the forms, or the negative shapes, play just as great a role as the 
positives and they enable you to check the accuracy of your drawing. The positives 
make the negatives and negatives make the positives. (Stan Smith) 
 
There must be an open space in the paintings – an entry space for the viewer, or 
even for me. Just white space where you can get into it. (Norbert Bisky) 
 
Sign-painters have the automatic advantage of painting the positive while being 
aware of the negative. That space between the letters has to be of a consistent 
visual weight. (Tony van Hasselt) 
 
The space between the dish and the pitcher, that I paint also. (Georges Braque) 
 
I like empty spaces that are no longer occupied, although you can tell that people 
were once there. (Dick Cole) 
 
Doughnut holes are made of the same thing as the hole in your toilet seat, but 
nobody ever publicizes that. (Megan Coughlin) 
 
Without negative space how would we appreciate the positive in our art and in our 
lives? (Dyan Law) 
 
A hole is nothing at all, but you can break your neck in it. (Austin O'Malley) 
 
The gaps between the forms worry me. I can never get these spaces right... (Paula 
Rego) 
 
Space is the breath of art. (Frank Lloyd Wright) 
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Quotes from Robert Genn.com/getquotes 
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Drawing the negative spaces between these two figures. 
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